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2 NOVEMBER 2018 

Omaha Public Power District 
OPPD Listens 
444 S 16th Street Mall 
Omaha, NE  68102 

Dear OPPD Board of Directors, 
 
Green Omaha Coalition (GOC) recommends that more aggressive goals for 
environmental stewardship be included in Strategic Directive 7 (SD-7).  In addition 
to its current commitment to reduce carbon emissions, SD-7 should clearly outline a 
strategy to achieve 100% renewable energy.  The latest Intergovernmental Panel of 
Climate Change recommendation is to cut carbon emissions 45% by 2030 - and 
reach zero carbon emissions by 2050 - in order to limit a predicted average 
atmospheric temperature increase of 1.5 degrees Celsius.  This goal can be achieved 
only by substantially and rapidly reducing use of fossil fuels. 
 
Transitioning to 100% renewable energy makes environmental and financial sense in 
the long term. Current fossil fuel power plants are being curtailed due to wind power 
influences, and this will continue to be worsened by other utilities’ adaptation of 
renewable energy such as residential, commercial and community solar. Not only are 
coal-fired power plants no longer economically advantageous, they are exceedingly 
dangerous to human health.  Considering all of the negative ecological health effects 
caused by fossil fuel power, the cost of transferring  to renewables will be less than 
that of making reparations for the  environmental degradation caused by the 
continued use of coal. 
 
Additionally, the World Wildlife Fund's recent study found that worldwide wildlife 
populations have declined 60% between 1970-2014. Part of this decline is due to a 
loss of habitat and environmental pollution. While renewable energy projects vastly 
reduce environmental harm caused by coal, they can likewise have a negative impact 
on the environment. Environmental impacts and regeneration should also be 
considered when implementing renewable energy projects. 
 
GOC recommends the following considerations be included in SD-7:  

● Reflect a 100% renewable goal by 2030; we are currently at 30%. 
● Implement incentives to promote residential and commercial solar. 
● Require that OPPD solar arrays are re-vegetated with native 

prairie/pollinator vegetation to support wildlife. 

Sincerely, 

Green Omaha Coalition  
Board of Directors 

 

 


